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(1) a. Tom pounded the metal flat.
b. Tom pounded the metal.
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(3) a. The gardener watered the tulips flat.
b. They painted their house a hideous shade of green.
c. The kids laughed themselves into a frenzy.

d. He sneezed his handkerchief completely soggy.
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(4) a. The gardener watered the tulips.
b. They painted their house.

(5) a. *The kids laughed themselves.
d. *He sneezed his handkerchief.
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(6) a. They drank the pub dry.
a’. *They drank the pub.
b. The sopranos sang us sleepy.

b’. * The sopranos sang us.
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(8) a.John-ga kabe-o aoku nut-ta.
John-NOM wall-ACC blue paint-PAST
‘John painted the wall blue.’
b. John-ga  Mary-o uti-korosi-ta.
John-NOM Mary-ACC shoot-kill-PAST
‘John shot Mary dead.’
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(9) John-ga Mary-o  karakai-akiru-ta.
John-NOM Mary-ACC tease-bore-PAST
(1) ‘John teased Mary and as a result John got tired.’
(ii) *‘John teased Mary and as a result Mary got tired.’
(10) a. John-ga Mary-o  naguri-korosu-ta.
John-NOM Mary-ACC hit-kill-PAST
b. *John-ga  Mary-o  naguri-shinu-ta.
John-NOM Mary-ACC hit-die-PAST
‘John hit Mary and as a result killed her.’
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A study on L2 acquisition of semantic structures of Chinese
resultatives

Zhao Yang
School of Chinese as a Second Language, Peking University

abstract

Chinese resultatives which include the DE structure and resultative verb
compounds (RVC) contain a functional category FP, and the subject, object, ac-
tivity predicate and result predicate in these constructions form a variety of se-
mantic relations. The present paper, through a comprehension test, studies acqui-
sition of semantic structures of Chinese resultatives by native English speakers
and Japanese speakers and finds that there is discrepancy between acquisition of
syntactic structure and acquisition of semantic structure. It is suggested that lexi-
con, intra- and inter-language similarities, explicitness of the head of FP and L1

transfer may be factors that constrain acquisition of semantic structures.

Key words: Chinese resultative, DE structure, RVC, semantic structure, acquisi-

tion
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