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On the Western Taiyi Palace of Khanbaliq:
Research on the Relics of the Houyingfang and Houtaoyuan in the Xicheng District, Beijing
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Abstract: In 1972, the architectural remains of Khanbaliq are excavated beneath the north wall of the Ming city
at the Houyingfang site northeast of Xizhimen in Beijing. The Houyingfang site are featured by the H-shaped plan
of the royal architecture. An unearthed inkstone from this site is identified to the treasures of Mi Fu, a calligrapher
of Northern Song Dynasty. Our research suggests that the architectural remains belong to the royal Taoist temple
known as Western Taiyi Palace, which is recorded in the geography section (Xi Jin Zhi) compiled by Xiong
Mengxiang of the late Yuan Dynasty. This temple was an expansion based on the Zhaorui Palace in the early Yuan.
However, Xiong’s description to Zhang Qiuquan, the procurator of Western Taiyi Palace, was wrong. He actually is
the son of Dai Juemin, the governor of Suzhou at the end of South Song Dynasty, rather than the son of Dai Fugu,
an itinerant poet of Southern Song Dynasty. There were four procurators of Western Taiyi Palace: Wu Quanjie
(the second grandmaster of Mystery School of Taoism), Zhang Qiuquan (posterity of Dai Juemin), Rao Licheng
(the Taoist priest of Yanshou Palace at Wugang of Hunan), and Zhang Yanfu (a Mongolian Taoist priest). The
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landscape mural in the hall of Western Taiyi Palace was painted by Shang Qi, an imperial painter, and was with an

epilogue poem by Jie Xisi, a member of Imperial Academy. This can be demonstrated by the Yuan mural fragments

unearthed from the Houtaoyuan site, 125 meters away from the Houyingfang site. The unearthed fragments of the

lacquer painting with mother-of-peatl inlay, 7he Guanghan Palace, were a craft manufactured in South Zhejiang. It

therefore can be suggested that it was brought by Zhang Qiuquan from his hometown to Khanbalig.

Key Words: Archaeology of Khanbaliq; Houyingfang Site; Zhang Qiuquan; Zhaorui Palace; Western Taiyi

Palace; Landscape Mural by Shang Qi
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