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The Spatialization of Capital and the Capitalization of Space

ZHANG Wu
(School of Marxism, Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract: The globalization wave has made the issue of space a prominent issue. The spatialization of
capital and the capitalization of space has become one of the distinguishing features of globalization. We
can only accurately grasp the essence of the current space phenomenon based on the philosophy of
Marx’s capital. The reason why space and capital can transmute into each other is caused by the inher-
ent relevance between space and capital. First of all, the very nature of capital determines that it in-
trisically has space. Second, the production and reproduction of social relations is the internal mecha-
nism of mutual transformation between space and capital. Finally, the material existence form of space
makes it possible to convert into capital. Even if the trend of space capitalization does not end in the age
of globalization, the logic of capital is still a dominant logic of space capital in the era of globalization.
Since the capitalization of space and the spatialization of capital exist at the same time, the author
therefore believes that space is capital and capital is space.
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