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The Dual Criticism Implication of Marx’s “Historical Method”

Zhang Wu
(School of Marxism Studies, Peking University, Beijing 100871)
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[Abstract] Marx elaborated the dual criticism implication of “Historical Method” in Economic
Manuscript of 1857—1858. On the one hand, the historical methodis the criticism of abstract the-
ories which should be researched in specific socialand historical development stage. On the other
hand, the historical method is a critique of the capitalist society. The social and historical roots of
abstract theories can only be revealed through the study of the historical criticism of the capitalist
society reality. This dimension of criticalcriticism causes the fundamental difference between
Marx’s historical method and other methods of social science. In Marx’s historical method, the
classical theories of historical materialism will be understood in new view, the rule of social and
historical development will no longer be interpreted into a transcendental and trans — historical
rule, and historical materialism will be no more comprehended as a rigid theorydogma but rather

have critical and open theory characters.
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