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On metallic mythology of traditional Japan
—Taking Kanayago mythology as the center
Liu Linlin
(School of Foreign Languages , Peking University , Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract ; Kanayago mythology spreads in the field of metallurgy industry in Tyugoku of Japan . In this
type of mythology text, the name of the metal god changes from Kanaigokami to Kanayamahime and Ka-
nayamahiko . Dakini Inarikami is used for the image of the metal god . These two features reflect that local
religious culture is affected by central orthodox Shintoism . The motivation of changes of the name , identi-
ty and image is that local people rewrote the local religion according to orthodox Shintoism knowledge ,
trying to incorporate folk succession into orthodox Shintoism . There is a death worship factor in the Ka-
nayago mythology , which is obviously opposed to the orthodox Shintoism . The root of the opposition is
related to the technical and organizational feature of metallurgy industry . It reflects an inseparable and op-
positional relationship between the metal-forging and agriculture and reveals the non-daily and marginal
status of metallurgy industry in the traditional agricultural society .

Key words :metallic mythology ; Kanayago mythology ; forging ; Shintoism ; death worship
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