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The Relationship Between Chinese Culture and Chinchisai in Shikinen
Sengu of the Ise Shrine: A Study of the Five-Colored Gohei and the
White Chicken

LIU Lin-lin

(College of Foreign Languages, Beijing University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Shikinen Sengu of the Ise Shrine is an important sacrificial rite of Japanese Shinto. This essay ex-
amines two instruments used in the Chinchisai part of Shikinen Sengu: the Five-Colored Gohei and the White
Chicken originated in China. Informed by the five-element thought, the Five-Colored Gohei grants a five-element
structure to the sacrificial space and demonstrates Shinto’s acceptance of Chinese culture. The White Chicken
also appeared in traditional Chinese sacrifices as the messenger of the Sun God however differ in the selection
of the White Chicken, for Chinchisai must choose a white pair (male and female) without any chicken blood
showing that Chinchisai has little yin-yang element but values the white color meaning the impurity of death
and that of blood.
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