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A View of Dutch Learners’ Latin Studies in Japan
from the Official Translation of Kosei shimpen (1811—1845)

]

[Abstract] During the Tokugawa Period, there appeared a scholar movement called Rangaku(
literally Dutch studies or Dutch learning) in Japan, by which Japanese intellectuals began to obtain
western knowledge directly. 1 have found another language. Latin, in the official translation of Kasei
shimpen ({ Y, lit. New Volumes for the Public Wel fare) and some other material of Dutch
learning. There are not only many transliterations of terminologies, but also a few lexicons and
translated works of this language. As a clue, this paper will make a discussion of Latin terminologies
in Kosei shimpen , and then carry an inquiry into their thinking and routes amongst the translators and
related learners. Based on these, I will research the levels and influence of their Latin studies.
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