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Culture and Symbol

—Roland Barthes’ Method of Textual Analysis and the Problem of Code
QIN Harying
(School of Foreign Languages, Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract: Roland Barthes’ plural reading of Balzac’s Sarrasine and Edgar Allan Poe’s The Facts in the
Case of M. Valdemar is a classic example confirming his transition from the “semiology” phase to that
of “textuality”, or from structural analysis to textual analysis. This particular method of critique,
based on five codes of meaning, is applied by Barthes to evaluating literary works. Thus the “cultural
code” and the “symbolic code” represent respectively the two poles of his literary value scale. As for
the notion of the code, it is used by Barthes in an unusual way that allows him to go beyond the struc-
turalist view of text to the post-structuralist view of intertextuality.
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