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Literary Communication between Canton Area

and Vietnam in the 17 —19th Century

Xia Lu

For the long and close relationship of literature between China and Vietnam,
academic circles have paid more attention to the literary exchanges of the top
drawer, especially attributed it to the Vietnam long-term imperial examination
system and the vassal relationship between the two countries, which brought about
the diplomatic activities about poetry. Rare researches, however, have studied
the folk literature exchanges and influences by the Southern geopolitical relationship
at the time. Guangdong Province, located across the sea from Vietnam, has been
in close and special contact with Vietnam in terms of culture and history since
ancient times. During Ming and Qing Dynasties, large quantities of Cantonese,
refused to obey the rules of Qing Dynasty, arrived in the central and southern
parts of today’s Vietnam to make a living. Later, with the sea trade development,
the personnel flow and cultural exchanges between Vietnam and Canton
increasingly frequent and so did literary exchanges, especially marked by Hd Tién
thép vinh (Wil + %K), a rare poetry collection edited by a leading Vietnam
writer, Mac Thien Tu (BEKWG) Cantonese descent in the mid — 18 century. The
poems in the collection were written by both Vietnam poets from Chiéu Anh Cic
(M) Poetry Society of Ha Tién (]l ) and the Bai She (%L) Poetry
Society of Guang Dong area At almost the same time, Hoa tién ki ( {EZ5iC)),

a masterpiece in Canton Muyu Book (AK#i4}) spread to Vietnam and was then



17 ~19 B RSUEHIKAYERR 283

adapted by NguyZn Huy Tw ( BU¥ER]) a literary giant in North Vietnam, into a
long poem Truyén Hoa Titn ( (% f%£)) in Luc Bat (7N/\) form Vietnam,

which later became one of the Vietnamese epoch-making classical works. This
paper aims to probe into the communications between the scholars and poets and
the influence brought by the spread of books. This paper also aims to reveal this
deep relationship between Canton literature and Vietnamese literature in this
period.

Key Words: 17 —19th Century; Canton; Vietnamese; Literature Exchange
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