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Abstract. Critics have long noticed and discussed the beginning of Part 1 of “Lam~

ia,” generally known as the “Hermes Episode.” Some detected a significant influence of

Milton on it and interpreted the serpent woman in “Lamia” as another Satan. This

paper, by comparing Hermes in the “Episode” and Satan in Paradise Lost, argues that,

besides the serpent woman, there is another snake, namely Hermes, hidden in “Lamia.”

By comparing the two snakes, this paper tries to explain the possible intent of Keats in

composing this “Episode”: how in a love contest Hermes, the hidden snake who repre-

sents male power and divine power, beats Lamia, the serpent woman who signifies fe-
male fragility and humanity. This paper also tries to demonstrate that “Lamia,” the Eng-

lish version of “The White Snake,” can reveal the human fate and its paradoxes on a

broader scale.
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