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Historical Change from a Global Perspective

Editors Note: Rupture and continuity permeate the whole process of historical development
and also constitute an important manifestation of historical dialectics. Discussion of this topic
helps to reveal the twists and turns of history and its laws. From October 31 to November 1,
2010, the Editorial Office of Historical Research and the History Department of Nanjing
University co-sponsored the fourth frontiers of history forum with the theme of “Rupture and
Continuity: Historical Change from a Global Perspective.” Four papers from the conference are

selected and published here for our readers.

The Evolution of National Identity and State Identity in China Li Yujie (4)

The evolution of and interaction between national identity and state identity in China have
taken a path different from those in the Western countries, thus acquiring both a tradition in
which the national identity was the same as state identity in ancient China, and a deep value
structure in national consciousness in which national identity conformed to state identity. It also
led to ancient China’s unique geopolitical and geo-national features as well as the following
important features in its national and state identity: ethnic tolerance, consistency of national
unification and national security, and cultural openness. Since the beginning of the modern era ,
the traditional sense of the country as “all under heaven belonging to one family” (with the
emperor taking the whole country as his own property and passing it down from generation to
generation ) encountered serious challenges as its concept of identity faced rupture and needed
reinterpretation. So heroic modern Chinese with lofty ideals, represented by Dr. Sun Yat-sen,
arduously explored a way of rebuilding the nation and state and creatively put forward the
thought of the unity of political revolution and national revolution. This became a core concept in
successfully constructing a new conformity of national identity and state identity for the modern

Chinese nation.

Beijing in the Seventeenth Century through the Eyes of Western Jesuits: A Discussion Centered on
Matteo Ricci, Gabriel de Magalhaes and Louis Le Comte Ouyang Zhesheng(26)

The seventeenth century saw major breakthroughs in the development of Sino-Western
relations. Research shows that 76 Jesuits came to Beijing during that century, some of whom left
literature recording their observations and their lives. These furnished valuable first-hand
materials for the Western world’ s understanding of Beijing and are also valuable historical
documents for research on Beijing in the Ming and Qing dynasties and on Chinese and Western
cultural relations. De Christiana ex peditione apud Sinas suscepta ab Societate Jesu and Matteo
Ricci’ s letters record the Jesuits’ “Beijing experience” in the early seventeenth century, while
Nouwelle Relation de la Chine (A New History of the Empire of China ) presents mid-seventeenth
century Beijing through the eyes of the Jesuits and Louis LLe Comte’s Nouveaux Memoires sur L’
état présent de la Chine shows their impressions of Beijing late in the century. Together, these
three books build a relatively complete portrait of seventeen-century Beijing in the eyes of
Western Jesuits and constitute an important foundation for Western studies of Beijing.
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