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The Hidden Danger in the Flourishing Age. the Flourishing
Period of Emperors Kangxi, Yongzheng and Qianlong from the

Perspective of Sino-Western Relationship
Ouyang Zhesheng

{ Department of History, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: In the 18" century, Beijing become the capital of an eastern empire having frequent exchange with
Europe when China entered into an unprecedented prosperous and flourishing period under the reign of
Emperors Kanxi, Yongzheng and Qianlong. Europe maintained close contacts with Beijing through the
activities of missionaries, diplomatic envoys and businessmen. However, this type of exchange was far from
being balanced and symmetrical, with Europe exceeding China in its knowledge about its counterpart. Through
their observation and research, the Westerners studied China’s political system, and assessed its economic,
scientific, technological and military strengths. They made preparations in knowledge for their colonial
expansion into China. As a result, China was surrounded by various hidden crises in the competitive world,
whose dangers and hazards foreshadowed “the Great Divergence” between the East and the West.
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