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Aristotle on Family and Polis
Chen Siyi
(Department of Philosophy, Peking University, Beijing, 100871, China)

Abstract: Aristotle claims in Politics that polis as the most perfect community is naturally
prior to family as the most necessary community. The metaphysical foundation of this political
priority of polis over family lies in Aristotle’s hylomorphism, the core thesis of which is the
ontological priority of form over matter. For Aristotle, family provides the matter of human nature,
and the regime provides of form of political life; together they constitute polis as the only human
community that can realize the human good.
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