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Derivation and Popularity of Confucian Classic Documents
—Their Circulating and Block Printing from the
Song Dynasty to the Qing Dynasty
Gu Yongxin

( Center for Ancient Chinese Classics & Archives Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: From the Song Dynasty to the Qing Dynasty Confucian classic documents continued to evolve into
new types of documents at different levels showing a tendency of popularity in the course of circulating and
block printing. By observing the related writings of catalogue books existing edition materials we know that
the variation and derivation of Confucian classic documents were accomplished by context re-editing and format
reconstructing in the course of circulating and block printing. This phenomenon was fully and evidently
manifested in the main systems of Thirteen Classics Explanatory Notes and The Five Classics and the Four
Books. Tts direct driving force was the extension of imperial examinations and the widespread use of block
printing. At the same time Confucian classic documents from the Song Dynasty to the Qing Dynasty also
showed the tendency of pluralism and diversity with the existence of other systems and carriers. Furthermore
the spreading and circulating of Confucian classic documents between China and Japan were another actual
aspect and special form produced by Confucian classic documentation which reflected the two-way circulating
trajectory of Confucian classic documents and the interactive influence of academic thought.

Key words: Confucian classic documents circulating and block printing derivation popularity
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