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Shakespeare’s Design. A Study on the Construction of His

Political Plays

ZHANG Pei

Abstract: Shakespeare wrote altogether ten English history plays which make a coherent “Story of

England” on the model of the Tudor Myth as initiated by the Tudor historians. He began with the second

part ( the first tetralogy)

second tetralogy just after he had dramatized the beginning of his “Story of England”

then the first part ( the second tetralogy) ; and in the process of composing the

Richard Il he

introduced a second beginning King John. Finally he ended his narration with Henry VIII. Now all his

ten English history plays make a single play that narrates the birth of modern England.

Key words: Shakespeare

construction
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