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Abstracts of Major Papers in This Issue

SHEN Jiaxuan, The generative mechanism of sentences like “ Wangmian died father” ( T
EIL TSLH): Sentence generation by blending in Chinese

The generation of sentences like “Wangmian died father” (meaning “ Wangmian suffered a
loss from his father's death”) in Chinese is not achieved by moving but by blending. The
paper first points out the problems in various explanations in terms of moving within the
framework of Generative Grammar, and then explains the process of blending and the basic
principles involved in blending. It claims that blending, attested by psychological reality, is an
important means in Chinese not only for word formation but also for phrase and sentence
generation. It also illustrates with two examples the role played by blending in producing new
patterns of expression in the history of Chinese.
Key words: moving, blending, sentence generation

ZHOU Ren, A study on Chinese VON / OVN compounds under typological evidence:
Universality vs. individuality

Based on a survey of the word order of verb-object compounds modifying head nouns in
about 20 languages, this paper proposes that the dominant orders are OVN (e.g. English and
German) and NVO (e.g. Vietnamese and Thai). The OVN compounds in Chinese represent
language universality whereas the VON compounds reflect language individuality. It also gives
an overall analysis of the generative mechanism of OVN and VON compounds after reviewing
the previous analyses. It shows that the formation of OVN compounds could be ascribed to
deverbalization and the Head Proximity Principle, and the formation of VON compounds in
. Chinese could be attributed to the influence of prosodic morphology, under which two
monosyllabic words are merged into a new prosodic word.
Key words: VON/OVN compounds, deverblization, Head Proximity Principle, prosodic word

ZHU Yan, Kernel / distinctive components and semantic analysis of Chinese action
morphemes: A case study of shou ()

Morphemes have not drawn enough attention in semantic analysis. This paper proposes a
new approach of semantic analysis of action morphemes through a case study of the morpheme
shou. Semantic analysis on a morpheme should be done in its context, including the words it
constitutes and the sentences that contain it. The paper argues that the semantic structure of
content sense can be generalized as “S = kemel component ( + distinctive component).” In
the case of action sense, KC specifies an action and DC specifies such relevant information as
participants, time, location, manner, and result. With the analysis of KC and DC, the paper
defines shou in its 17 senses.

Key words: action morpheme, semantic analysis, word formative analysis, kernel component,
distinctive component, sense
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