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On*“ Absolute Space”in Ni Zan’ Paintings
Zhu Liangzhi

( Department of Philosophy, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract; Ni Zan was one of the famous painters in the Yuan Dynasty. He created an unique form of space in
his paintings, which can be called“absolute space” because it is beyond the subject-object dichotomy. It is the
representation of an individual’ s life experience which always happens in an instant, therefore it cannot be
duplicated and becomes unique. It is significant that this kind of space is not a space in the sense of physics,
but in the sense of human existence. Although this absolute space has to show itself in certain forms, it has
transcended all kinds of forms. This absolute space can help the viewers to understand Ni Zan’ s artistic
conceptions and life philosophy, which are characterized with the breaking of traditional relationships, the
deconstruction of driving forces, the transcendence of time, and the display of the whole by the small.

Key words: Ni Zan (fii¥%) , painting, absolute space, display of the whole by the small
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